
United States Department of the Interior 


Bureau of Land Management 

Eastern States 

Jackson Field Office 
41\ Briarn'ood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

hnp://www.es.bll11 .go l1 

IN REPl,Y REF£R TO: 

3100 (020) AM 


March 18,20 13 


Memorandum 


To: State Director, Eastern Stales (ES-930) 


From: Field Manager, Jackson 


Subject National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Review for Expressions of Interest (EO!) 

in Louisiana 

We have completed our NEPA review for 2 EOls in Mississippi (EOI # 1699 and #1721). The 
Determination ofNEPA Adequacy Form (DNA) is atlached. This is planned for the upcoming 
September 2013 lease saJe. Please rerum a signed copy of the DNA to me for our records. If you 
have any questions, please contact Alison McCartney at (601) 977-5407. 

I - Attachment 
1 DN A Docwnent 



Conclusion 

Based on the review documented above along with attached lease stipulations, J conclude that 
thi s proposaJ confonns to the applicable jand use plan and (hat the National EnvironmemaJ 
Policy Act (NEPA) documentati on fully covers the proposed action and constitute the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) compliance with the requirements ofNEPA. 

Note: The signed Conclusion on this Worksheet is part of an interim step in the BLM's internal 
decision process and does not constitute an appealable decision. However, the lease, pennit, or 
other authorization based on this DNA is subject to protest or appeal under 43 CFR Part 4 and 
the program-specific regulations, 

Reviewed by: Date: 
Bruce Dawson 
Southeastern Stat es Field Office Manager 

Approved by: Date: _ ______ _ 

Larry Denny 
State Director fo r NaturaJ Resources 
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

SOUTHEASTERN STATES FIELD OFFlCE 


411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 

Ja ckson. Mississippi 39206 


DETERMINAnON OF NEPA ADEQUACY (DNA) FORM 

E5-020-20 lJ.-12 
£5-020-2013-13 

CaselProjecl No.: 
Case/Projec( No.: 

EOI #1699 
EOI #1721 

PROJECT NAME; Mississ ippi Lease DNA (EOI #1 699 and 1i 172 1) 

TECHNIC L REVIEWA , 
X ProP ram Reviewer Si!!:oature Date 
X Air Quality Alison McCanney 

)Q.~ ~(..tiJhW- 13/I<J!13Natural Rew urce 
Specialist J 

X ACEe Aliwn McCanney --u 
~191i3Natural ResoUTce i\'SfY(Specialist 

X Bmanital including T&E Spp. Alison McCartney 
Natural Resource (\5tV\ ?,I! 'lit <Soecialis t 

Communicalions (Dispatch) 
X CulruraVPaleomology John Sullivan :;;;> ,/~)AIcheolog,is t 
X Energy Pol icy Alison McCartney f 

~SiV\NalUrni Resourte 3A9/13S~ciali sl 

X Environmental Justice A lisan McCartney 
Narw-al Resource \\S\V\ I3Aqi!.,Specialist 

Fannlands (Prime & Unique) 
Fire Man~ement 

X Floodplain Alison McCllI1I1ey 
Natural Resource ~'SN\ aAo./(<.Specialist 

X Hazardous Material Brian Kennedy 
\:>"SIV\ 1;".- \) <,( Jl9/t ::,Physical Scientist 

X Invasive & Non-Native Spp. Alison McCartney 
Natural ResoW"ce 'f\s.i"'\ 'Ollq/l,Specialist 

LandsfRealty 
Land Law Examiner 
Law Enforcement 

X Minerals Alison McCartney 
Natural Resource !->,-s,(V( 

~Ii 'jfr ...S~cial iS{ 

X Nat ive American Religious Concerns John Sullivan J;-;/t3Archeolo~ist 

Oneratioos ..... 
Range Mana~ement 

X Recreation A lison McCartney 

t\::::,(V\Natural Resource ~/1'1h' Specialist 
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X Soils Alison McCartney 
Natural Resource 
SN'cialist 

S urface Protection 
Visual Resources 
Water RiPhis 

X Water QualifY (Surface & Ground) AlisOfl McCartney 
Nat'Ur31 Resource 
Soecialist 

X WetlandslRiparian lones Alison McCartney 
Natural Resource 
Soecialist 

X Wild & Scenic Rivers Alison McCartney 
Natural Resource 
S~cialist 

X Wilderness Alison McCartney 
Natural Resource 
Soecialist 

Wild Horse & Burro 
X Wildlife including T&E Spp. Alison McCartney 

Natural Resource 
Soecialist 

\\'6M b,A9!JQ 

~M ~ll91ls 

1f:\~'1 ~ h"l/13 

f\-<;..\M.. l3hqll'~ 

I\SWI ~~9/1< 

Natu17Resource Speclallst 

R'"ewed bX --,. ~ d!k;d--..?- Date: 
~ Gary Taylor 

NEPA 71rdmator 

Rev.ewed by' khUA< ~ Date: 
Duane winters

OJ;'" SUJl<",;,or 

Reviewed by: ~12'Pd...At.., i.P. (..A£1LA..Jt, \ Date: 
Rand'i1~~ > 
Actin g Minerals Supervisor 
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Worksheet 
Interim Documentation of Laud Usc Plan Conformance and NEPA Adequacy (DNA) 

U.S. Department of tbe Interior Bureau of Land Management 

Note: 'This Worksheet is consistent with the policies stated in the Instruction Memorandwn 
entitled, Documentation ofLand Use Plan Conformance and National Envjronmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) Adequacy. Transmitting this Worksheet and the guide lines for using the DNA 
Worksheet are located in Appendix 8 - 161 H-1 790-1 of The National Environmental Policy Act 
Handbook (http://www.blm.gov/wy/stJeniinfoINEPA.html). 

A. Describe the Proposed Action 

The proposed action is for the Bureau of Land Management Eastern States Office (BLM 
ES) to lease 289.20 acres at the follo\.ving locations: 

EO! #1699 - MS, Amite County, TIN, R4E, Sec. 39, all and Sec. 26, 3112NWI /4 
(403.34 acres) 

E01 #1721 - MS, Jasper County, TIN, RI3E, Sec. 20, SWSE, SESW (80 acres) 

The lease parcels wouJd be subject to additional BLM-ES conditions which would ioclude lease 
stipulations and lease notices (Attachment 1). BLM-ES would otTer the parcels at the September 
2013 oil and gas lease sale. 

B. Land Use Plan (LUP) Conformance 

LUP Name: Record o f Decision for the Approved Resource Management Plan! Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for Public Lands and Minerals 
Administered in Mississippi by the Bureau of Land Management Eastern 
Slates Jackson Field Office 

Date Approved: 1/26/09 

The proposed action, including the attachment of appropriate stipulations, is in 
confonnance 'With the applicable LUP because it is specifically provided for in the following 
LUP decisions: 

The Record of Decision fo r the Approved Resource Management Plan! Final 
Environmental Lmpact Statement for Public Lands and Minerals Administered in Mississippi by 
the Bureau of Land Management Southeastern States Field Office (MS ROD) states that 305,640 
acres of BLM-administered, non-USFS Federnl Mineral Ownership (FMO) will be open to oil 
and gas leasing. 

Lease stipulations regarding the following topics are applicable to the proposed actioo: 
Cultural Resources and Tribal Consultation 
Endangered S peeies 
Sensitive Plant Species 
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Aquatic Habitats 

Gopher Tortoise 

Louisiana Black Bear 

Red-cockaded Woodpecker 


Lease noticeslBest Management Practices (BMPs) including the followings topics also 
apply to the proposed action: 

Disposal of Produced Water 
Migratory Birds and federally Listed Wildlife 
Perching and Nesting Birds and Bats 
Invasive and Non-native Species 
Pestic ide Application 

TI,ese BMPS are outlined in the MS ROD and SurJace Operating Standards and Guidelines Jor 
Oil and Gas Exploration and Deveiopmenr, Gold Book (BLM 2006). 

C. Identify applicable NEPA documents and other related documents tbat cover the 
proposed action. 

List by name and date all applicable NEPA docwnents that cover the proposed action. 

LUP Name: 	 Alabama and Mississippi Final Environmentallmpact Statement for 
Public Lands and Minerals Administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management Eastern States Jackson Field Office 

Date Approved: 8/08 

D. NEPA Adequacy Criteria 

1. Js the current proposed action substantially the same action (or is a part of that acnon) 
as previously analyzed? Is the current proposed action Jocated at a site specifically 
anaJyzed in an existing document? 

The proposed action is part of an action previously analyzed in the MS ROD which states that 
305,640 acres ofBLM-administered, non-USFS Federal Mineral Ovmership (FMO) will be open 
to oi l and gas leasing. Lease stipulations and notices will be used to reduce adverse effects 
caused by surface-disturbing or di sruptive activities associated ~ith oil and gas operations on 
BLM-administered, non-USFS FMO. 

2. Is the range of alternatives analyzed in the existing NEPA document(s) appropriate with 
respect to the current proposed action, given current environmental concerns, interests, 
and resource values? 

The range of alternatives analyzed in the MS ROD is appropriate with respect to the current 
proposed action. A wide range of environmental concerns and resource values surrounding 
leasing and the potential development of federal minerals was extensively addressed in the MS 
ROD. 
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3. Is tbe existing analysis valid in light of any new information or circumstances? 

The existing analysis contained in the MS ROD is current and there is no new information or 
circumstances that has arisen that would render the previous analyses inadequate. 

4. Do the methodology and analytical approacb used in tbe existing NEPA documeut(s) 
continue to be appropriate for the Curreut proposed action? 

The MS ROD was signed on January 2009. Therefore the methodology and analytical approach 
used is up to date and appropriate to use for leas ing the proposed parcel. 

5. Are tbe direct and indirect impacts of the current proposed action substantially 
unchanged from tbose identified in tbe existing I\~PA document(s)? DMS the existing 
NEPA document analyze site-specific impacts related to tbe current proposed action? 

The direct and indirect impacts of the proposed action have not changed substantiaUy from those 
anaJyzed in the NEPA documents cited above. The previous NEPA analyses address the same 
site-specific impacts for the proposed action. 

6. Are the cumulative impacts that would result from implementation of the current 

proposed action substantially uncbanged from those analyzed in tbe existing NEPA 

document(s)? 

Documentation of answer and explanation: 


No new cumulative impacts would result beyond those previously addressed in the NEPA 
documents cited above. 

7. Are the public in\:olvement and interagenC)' review associated with existing NEPA 
document(s) adequate for the current proposed action? 

The public invo lvement and review process for the NEPA documents cited above is adequate for 
the proposed actioD. 

E. Interdisciplinary Analysis: Identify those team members conducting or participating in 
the NEPA analysis and preparation of tbis worksheet. 

Name: Alison McCartney Title: Natura] Resource Specialist 
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Attachment 1 
Stipulations 

Cultural Resources and Tribal Consultation 

Stipulation: This lease may be found to contain historic properties and/or resources protected 
under the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), American lndian Religious Freedom Act, 
Native American Graves Protect ion and Repatriat ion Act, E.O. 13007, or other statutes and 
executi ve orders. The BLM will not approve any ground disturbing activities that may affect any 
such properties or resources until it completes its obligations under applicable requirements of 
the NHPA and other authorities. These obligations may include a requiIement that you provide a 
cultural resources survey conducted by a professional archaeologist approved by the State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). If currently unknown burial sites are discovered during 
de velopment activities associated with this lease , these activites must cease immediately , 
appli cable law on unknown burials will be followed and, ifnecessary, consultation with the 
appropriate tribe/group of federally recognized Native Americans will take place. The BLM may 
require modification to exploration or development proposals 10 protect such properties, Or 
disapprove any activity that is likely to result in adverse effects that cannot be successfully 
avoided, minimized or mitigated. 

Endangered Species 

Stipulation: The lease area may now or hereafter contain plants, animals, or their habitats 
determined to be threatened, endangered, or other special status species. BLM may recommend 
modi fications to exploration and development proposals to further its conservation and 
management objective La avoid BLM-approved activity that '\yill contribute to a need to list such 
a species or their habitat. BLM may require modifications to or disapprove proposed activity that 
is likely to result in jeopardy to the continued ex istence ora proposed or listed threatened or 
endangered species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of a designated or 
proposed critical habitat. BLM will not approve any ground-disturbing activity that may affect 
any such spec ies or critical habitat until it completes its obligations under applicable 
requirements of the Endangered Species Act as amended, 16 U.S.C. I 153 1 et ~., includ ing 
completion of any required procedure for conference or consultation. 

Exception: None 

Modification: None 

Waiver: None 

Sensilive Plant Species 

Stipulation (CSlD: All suitable special stat us plant species habitat will be identified during 
envi ronmental review of any proposed surface use activity. If field examination indicates that 
habitat of one or more of these species is present, BLM will require a survey by a qualified 
botanist for special status plants during time periods appropriate to each species. Operatjons will 
not be allowed in areas where sensitive plants would be affected. 
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Objective: To protect threatened, endangered, candidate, proposed, and BLM Sensitive Plant 
Species. 

Exception: An exception may be granted if the operator agrees to implement measl1Ces 
developed in consultation with USFWS and coorclination with state agencies. 

Modification: The stipulalion may be modified if it is determined that a ponion of the lease area 
does not support sensitive plant species. 

\Vaiver: The stipulation may be waived ifit is determined that the lease area does not support 
sensitive plant species. 

Freshwater Aquatic Habitat 

Stipulation (NS01: No surtace occupancy or disturbance, including di scharges, are permitted 
mthin 250 feet ofa river, stream, wetland spring, headwater, wet meadow, wet pine savanna, 
pond, tributary, lake, coastal slough, sand bar, vernal pools, calcareous seepage marsh. or small, 
marshy calcareous stream. If the slope exceeds 10 percent, the butTer may be extended to 600 feet 
to provide adequate protection for aquatic habitats and associated species. 

Objective: To protect the water quality ofwatersheds and natural stream substrate and morphology 
and to avoid potential impacts to aquatic species and their habitat. 

Exception: An exception may be granted if the operator agrees to 1) span creeks, rivers, wetlands, 
and floodplains by attacrung pipelines to bridges; 2) directionally drill wells and pipelines from 
upland sites under creeks, rivers, other waters, and wetlands or3) implement other measures 
developed in consultation mth USFWS and in coordination with State agencies. 

Modificatioo; The buffer may be reduced if the adjacent waterway has been surveyed for 100 yards 
upstream and 300 yards downstream of the site, and the results document the Jack of 
suitable/occupied/critical habitat for listed species which may be affected by the project, as 
determined by the BLM and USFWS. 

Waiver: None 

Gopher Tortoise and Other Commensal Species 

StipulatioD (CSU); BLM-approved surveys will be required in all suitable gopher tortoise habitat where 
the tortoise is listed, including: Choctaw, Washington, Sumter, and Mobile counties in Alabama; and 
Clarke, Covington, Forrest, George, Greene, Hancock, Harrison, Jackson , Jones, Jasper, Jefferson Davis, 
Lama!, Marion, Pearl River, Perry. Smith, Stone, Walthall, and Wayne Counties in Mississippi . No surface 
disturbance or activity is pennined within 600 feet of a gopher tortoise burrow. 

Suitable habitat includes areas with deep, well-drained. and excessively well-drained sandy soils, especially 
the following USDA .....NRCS soil series and with an open understory with grass and forb groundcover open 
areas. Suitable soi ls include Alaga, Bigbee, Eustis, Lakeland, Waldley or Troup, McLaurin , Benndale, 
Heidel, Bama, Smithdale, Ruston, Lucedale, Lucy. Shuguta, Baxterville, Malbis, Poarch, Saucier, 
Susquehanna, Boswell, Lonnan, Freestone, Freest, Prentis, Savannah, Basin, and Petal. 
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Objective: To protect habitat for gopher tortoise and other commensal species, including eastern indigo 
snake and gopher frog. 

Exception: Exceptions may be granted i(the proponent agrees to implement measures deve loped in 
consultation with USFWS and coordination with state agencies. 

Modification: This stipulation may be modified if suitable gopher tortoise habitat does not exist on the 
stipulated area and that area does not provide forage habitat for adjacent tortoise populations. Survey 
requirements may be modified if cwrent tOrtoise surveys of the tract are approved by BLM and USFWS. 

Waiver. This stipulation may be waived if suitable gopher tortoise habitat does not exist on the tract and 
the tract does not provide forage hab itat for gopher tortoises in adjacent areas. 

Louisiana Black Bear 

Stipulation (NSO): No surface disturbance, including removal ofpotentiai den crees. is pennitted within a 
J,500-foot buffer around den trees in occupied bottomland hardwood and "oodplain forest habitats. 

Objective: To protect Louis iana black bear denning and foraging habitat. 

Exception: An exception may be granted if the operator agrees to implement measures developed in 
coordination with USFWS and appropriate state agencies. 

Modification: Temporary surface use may be pennitted if the USFWS concUI'S that the action would not 
adversely affect Louis iana black bear or suitable habitat. 

Waiver. This stipulation may be waived if the (fact does not contain suitable Louis iana black bear habitat 

Red-Cockaded Woodpecker 

Stipulation (NOS): No surface occupancy or disturbance within O.S mile of a red-cockaded woodpecker 
cluster. defined as the area containing all active and inactive cavity trees, plus a 200-foot buffer zone 
surrounding that area Vehicle use is prohibited within a cluster except for through-travel on existing, 
maintained, paved roads. 

Objective: To protect red-cockaded woodpecker nest s ites from disturbance and habitat degradation . 

Exception: An exception may be granted to allow surface occupancy within one-half mile of a cluster if 
the operator agrees to measures developed in consultation with USFWS and in coordination with state 
agencies. 

Modification: This stipulation may be modified if a portion oflhe stipUlated area no longer within the 
one-half mile buffer zone. 

Waiver: This stipulatio n may be waived if no cluster can be identified within one-half mile of the leased 

tract. 
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Lease Notices 

Disposal of Produced Water 

Objecti,,'e: To protect aquatic habitats for and to avoid potential impacts to special status fish, 
mussels. turtles, snails, plants, and migratory birds. 

The preferred method for di sposal ofproduced water \.\'ill be through reinjection to a penneable 
formation with total dissolved solids (IDS) content higher than 10,000 milligrams per liter 
(mg/L) where the aquifer is not hydrologically connected to caves, wetlands, or surface watee In 
Alabama, the injection of produced water is regulated by the Alabama State Oil and Gas Board. 
In Mississippi, the injection ofproduced water is regulated by the Mississippi Department of 
Enviroomental Quali ty (MDEQ) and the Mississippi Oil and Gas Board. 

If reinjection is not practicable, closed-containment treatment systems should be used to contain 
and treat produced water for those contaminants and sediments exceeding State standards or EPA 
criteria. SaJ t content of any swface ponds for produced water. pigging pits, or other fluids must 
be Jess than 7,500 microsiemens per centimeter (}lS/cm). If surface pond sall content is greater 
than 7,500 IlS/cm, if other bird toxicity is present, or if the surface exmbits sheen, then the ponds 
must be netted or covered with floating balls, or other methods must be used to exclude 
migratory birds. 

Produced waters may be released into an impounded reservoir if there is documentation that the 
discharge site and affected waters do not support special status species, are not designated critical 
habitat, and State and Federal water quaJity standards/criteria are met. 
Produced waters may be released into a stream/river if the discharge site and affected waters have 
been recently surveyed and lack special status species, or if the applicant conducts approved 
surveys documenting the absence of special status species, State and Federal water qualiry 
standards/criteria are met, and a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
pennit is obtained. The applicant should be aware that some species can be surveyed only during 
certain times of the year. 

Produced waters may be released into a stream/river if the applicant can docwnent that the 
produced waters would not adversely affect special status species. Water quality tests would be 
conducted on stream segment(s) or other locations proposed as discharge points, volumes to be 
released, and any settling ponds Or other treatments proposed to improve wastewater quality. The 
water quality test data, any monitoring proposed, and other available information about general 
coa lbed methane effiuent characteristics (from publiShed or unpublished literature) shall be 
reviewed by USfWS. Information about timing of the releases in relation to low water and other 
planned BMPs would aJso be required. Testing would include analysis of the discharge site and 
affected waters for chemical oxygen demand (COD), conductivity, total suspended solids (TSS), 
As, Hg, Se, and polycyclic arcmatic hydrocarbons (PAH). Dissolved oxygen and ammonia 
standards/criteria must be met in bottom waters if they support listed benthic or epibenlhic 
species, If a special status species has been documented to be more sensitive than StatelFederal 
standards/criteria, site·specific standards for that species may be imposed. Calculations would be 
based on State standards (or Federal ecc criteria for protection of freshwater aquatic life when 
the State has not determined a standard for these parameters). 
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Migratory Birds and Federally Listed Wildlife 

Objective: To protect perch and roosting sites and terrestrial habitats for and to avoid potential 
impacts to migratory birds and federally listed wildlife. 

Any reserve pit that is not closed \."ithln 1 0 days after a well is completed and that contains water 
must be netted or covered with floating balls, or another method must be used to exclude 
migratory birds. 

All powerlines must be built to protect raptors and other migratory birds, including bald eagles, 
from acc idental electrocution, using methods detailed by the Avian Power Line lnteraction 
Committee (APLlC 2006) 

Perching and Nesting Birds and Bats 

Objective: To prevent birds and bats from entering or nesting in or on open vent stack 
equipmenL 

Open vent stack equipment, such as heater·treaters, separators, and dehydrator units, will be 
des igned and constructed to prevent birds and bats from entering or nesting in or on such units 
and, to the extent practical , to discourage birds from perching on the stacks. Installing cone· 
shaped mesh covers on all open vents is one suggested method. Flat mesh covers are not 
expected to discourage perching and will not be acceptable. 

Invasive and Non-Native Species 

Objective: To discourage the spread of invasive, non-native plants. 

Use of native or non-invasive plants in seeding mixtures will be encouraged to stabilize disturbed 
areas and during restoration activities. Construction sites will be surveyed for invasive species 
prior to ground disturbance. If invasive species are found, the proper control measures will be 
used to either eradicate the species from the area or minimize its spread to other areas. If 
cogongrass is found on site, equipment will be washed before exiting the site to prevent the 
spread ofws h.ighly invasive species to other locations. Post-construction monitoring for 
cogongrass and other invasive plant species should be conducted to ensure early detection 
control. In the case of split-estate lands, final seed mixtures will be fonnulated in consullation 
with the private landowner. 

Pesticide Application 

Objective: To protect the water quality of watersheds and natural stream substrate and 
morpbology supporting speciaJ status species and their host species. 

Any ground application of herbicides or other pesticides, sterilants, or adjuvants within 150 feet 
of listed species or habitat will require site·specific control measures developed in coordination 
or fonnal consultation with USFWS . No aerial application of herbicides or pesticides will be 
permined. 
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Informal Consultation Request 

Submitted By: Alison McCartney, Bureau of Land Management 

Date: 3/7/13 

Project: Oil and Gas Lease Nomination in Amite County, Mississippi 

Project Title: EOI #1699 

INTROOUCTION 

An oil and gas lease nomination was submitted to the Bureau of land Management, Southeastern States 

Field Office on December 3, 2012 . The proposed project site consists of two parcels located '" 3 miles 

apart (see map). The northern parcel consists of 80 acres and the southern parcel contains 323.34 acres 

at the following locations: MS, Amite County, TIN, R4E, Sec. 39, all and Sec. 26, 31/2NWI/4. The tracts 

are privately owned and contains federal minerals subsurface. The proposed sites are located - 12 miles 

sou th of the town of liberty and - 1 mile east of the East Fork of the Amite River. 

HABITAT DESCRIPTION 

Approximately 90% of the northern parcel is either cleared land or contains young planted loblolly pines 

(Pinus roeda). Gravel roads run throughout the property and a gas line runs north/south through the 

center. There is a clump of trees in the northwest corner and southeast corner. The trees are primarily 

larger loblolly pine (- 30 - 40 ft tall) with some hardwoods including southern red oak (Quercus falcatol 

and white oak (Q. olba) . The larger southern parcel contains -150 acres of cleared land. The northeast 

and southwest corners contain many dirt roads and was previously logged. Several dirt/gravel roads, a 

house and pastures are located in the center of the tract. Large acreages of planted pines surround 

these areas. The northwest and southeast comers contains a pine/mixed hardwood forest. Dominant 

tree species include; loblolty pine (Pinus roedaL short leaf pine (P. echinata), southern red oak (Q 

falcoro) and post oak (Q. stellato) . 

FEDERALLY LISTED SPECIES 

There are 2 federalty listed species documented to occur in Amite County, Mississippi according to the 

U.S. Fish and Witdlife Service (FWS); Louisiana black bear (Ursus omericanus (uteo/us) and red -cockaded 

woodpecker (Picoides borealis). The BLM has concluded with a "may affect. not likely to adversely 

affect" determination for these two species due to the fact that there is potential habitat on the tracts 

to support these species. 



United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Mississippi Field Offke 


6578 Dogwood View Parkway. Suite A 

lackson, Mississippi 39213 


March 13, 2013 

INII(PUIIEmI let 
201 ).1..04 78 

Ms. Alison McCartney 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive. Suite 404 
Jacbon, MS 39206 

Dear Ms. McCartney: 

The Fish and Wildlife Service (Servioe) has reviewed the infonnation in your letter dated March 
7, 2013, regarding the proposed oil and gas lease nomination (E011I1699) in Amite County, 
Mississippi. Out comments are submined in accordance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
(87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

Based on the information provided in your letter, the Service concurs with your determination 
that the proposed project "may affect, but is not likely to advenely .ffcc~' federally listed 
species. No further consultation under the ESA is required with this office unless there are 
changes in the scope or location oftm proposed project, or if listed species are discovered during 
construction. 

Ifyou have any questions, please contact David Felder ofour office, telephone: (601) 321-1131. 

Sincerely. 

~ 
faT Stephen M. Ricks 

Field Supervisor 
MS Field Office 



Informal Consultation Request 

Submitted By: Alison McCartney, Bureau of land Management 

Date: 3/7/13 

Project: Oil and Gas lease Nomination in Jasper County, MiSSi ssippi 

Project Title: EOI #1721 

INTRODUCTION 

An oil and gas lease nomination was submitted to the Bureau of Land Management, Southeastern States 

Field Office on November 13, 2012. The parcel contains 80 acres at the following location (see attached 

map): MS. Jasper County, Choctaw Meridian, TIN, R13E, Sec. 20, SWSE, SESW. The tract is privately 

owned and contains federal minerals subsurface. The proposed site is located ~ 5 miles south/southeast 

of the town of Paulding. 

HABITAT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed project site is almost completely forested. A county road runs through the tip of the 

southeast corner. A lake'" 5 acres is klcated along the western boundary. Young planted pines are 

located along the southern boundary of the western 40 acres. The remainder of the tract consists of a 

pine/mixed hardWOOd forest . Dominant tree species include; loblolly pine (Pinus taedn). shortleaf 
pine (P. echinafa), southern red oak (0. fa/cata) and post oak (Q. stellato). 

FEDERALLY LISTED SPECIES 

There are 3 federally listed species documented to occur in Jasper County, MiSSissippi according to the 

U.S. Fi sh and Wildlife Service (FWS); l ouisiana black bear (Ursus omericanus Jutea/us), red·cockaded 

woodpecker (Picoides borealis), and gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus). The BLM has concluded 

with a "may affect, not likely to adversely affect" determination for these three species due to the fact 

that there is potential habitat on the tract to support these species. 



United States Department of tbe Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Mississippi Field Office 

6578 Dogwood View Parkway. Suite A 

Jackson. Mississippi 39213 

March 13, 2013 

IN RfPI.r ll'HfI; 10. 

2013·1-479 

Ms. Alison McCartney 
Bureau ofLand Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Dear Ms. McCartney: 

The Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the infonnation in your letter dated March 
7, 2013, regarding the proposed oil and gas lease nomination (EO! #1721) in Jasper County, 
Mississippi. OUT comments are submitted in accordance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
(87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

Based on the information provided in your letter, the S~ce concurs with your determination 
that the proposed project "may affect, but is not likely to adv....ly affect" federally listed 
species. No further consultation under the ESA is required with this office unless there are 
changes in the scope or location of the proposed project. or iflisted species are discovered during 
construction. 

Ifyou have any questions, please contact David Felder ofour office, telepbooe: (601) 321-1 \31. 

~ 
for Stephen M. Ricks 

Field Supervisor 
MS Field Office 


